Biography of Soviet Korean Lee In-Seb who was a Soviet Chekist, that is a member of 
the OGPU/ NKVD and likely participated in Operation Maki Mirage (see wikipedia). 


This article has been translated into English using a translation program. 


Url: https:// koryo-saram.site/ zhiznenny-e-puti-korejtsev-v-istoricheskih- 
vospominaniyah-ostavshihsya-v-zhivy-h-posle-nasil-stvennoj-deportatsii/ 


[Title] “The life paths of Koreans in the historical memories of the survivors of the 
forced deportation” 


¥ SF 
Tune 30, 2009 #1818 views * Comments Off on The life paths of Koreans in the 


historical memories of the survivors of the forced deportation 
History , Patriots * Lee In Seb , Ban Byung Yool 


Ban Byung Yool, PhD History, U of Hawaii 

Professor, Faculty of History of the Institute 

Foreign Languages of Korea and Director of the 2nd 

Department of the NVA History Foundation, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies 
(South) Korea. 


“The life paths of Koreans in the historical memories of the survivors of the forced 
deportation.” 


(Based on the autobiographical essay by Lee In-Seb, anti-J apanese revolutionary (1888- 
1982) 


Lee In Seb 
Introduction 


The Stalinist regime arbitrarily pursued a policy of arrest, exclusion from the party, 
exile, and execution of leading workers of Korean origin almost simultaneously with the 
forcible deportation of Koreans in 1937. The repression against Koreans, which began 
before the forced deportation, continued after. There were cases when those released 
from punishment were again arrested and subjected to a new punishment in the form of 
exile or execution. For the most part, these were members of the Communist Party, 
leading workers who faithfully served the Soviet government in government bodies, in 
the ranks of the army. 


But among the Koreans directly involved in the revolutionary and communist 
movement, there were those who were not at all subjected to the repression of the 
Stalinist regime or remained alive after being arrested on groundless charges of "spying 
for Japan", "anti-Soviet counter-revolutionary activities" or "factional activities" . They, 
thanks to the policy of de-Stalinization of society pursued by Khrushchev after the 20th 


Congress of the CPSU and the partial liberalization of society, were able to leave us 
written evidence regarding the history of Korean immigrants, historical events that they 
themselves witnessed directly.In addition, they exchanged letters and materials, 
newspaper publications gave a peculiar vision and a peculiar assessment of the history 
of the anti-J apanese movement. 


In this work, we took as a basis the works of the revolutionary anti-J] apanese movement 
Lee In-Seb (1988-1982), who was arrested in March 1936 in the wake of Stalinist 
repression and, fortunately, accidentally survived - "Notes of an Emigrant" and his 
correspondence with colleagues -revolutionaries. The purpose of this work is to 
streamline the historical memories of direct participants in the revolutionary anti- 
J apanese movement, to give specific examples of Stalin's repressive policy, to streamline 
the work on the rehabilitation of patriots of the anti-J apanese movement and historical 
discussions that unfolded in the late 1950s. 


1. The life and revolutionary anti-] apanese activities of Lee In-Seb. 


The life path and anti-J apanese revolutionary activities of Lee In-Seb were compiled on 
the basis of his autobiographical Notes of an Emigrant, newspaper materials. Lee In-Seb 
was born on September 14, 1888 in Pyongyang, the son of a poor peasant. His real, 
original name is Li Yong Yong, his honorary pseudonym is Ok Chong (31 F), and in the 
emigrant revolutionary life in Russia - Ivan. In 1895, at the height of the Sino-J apanese 
War, when he was 7 years old, his parents took refuge in the Mensan area, where he 
spent his childhood. There, in the temple, Kiljin took a traditional course of study in 
Confucianism, then he moved to relatives in Pyongyang, where he graduated from the 
Taesong School. In 1905, after graduating from the named school, he received a referral 
to Mensan, where he worked as a high school teacher. In Pyongyang, he often visited the 
Changdeje Christian Church. In 1907, he was placed under house arrest by the J apanese 
police because of his father’s involvement in the rebel movement led by the Confucian 
commander Kim Gwang-su, and he was fired from his job as an unreliable element. In 
February 1908, Lee In-Seb personally joined the Kim Gwangsu rebel movement and 
until 1911, working as a secretary, he traveled all over the rebel areas: Mensan of the 
South Province of Pyongando, Yandok, Yongkhyn, Eedok. 


In 1910, when J apan forcibly annexed Korea. Lee In-Seb, along with a detachment of 
rebels, crossed the border along the Amnokkan River, but the detachment was 
immediately disarmed by the Chinese authorities. Thus began the life of an emigrant in 
China (the area of Hanbyonha, Imgang Province, near the Paektusan 
Mountains). During his Chinese immigrant life, for his own safety, he takes a new name 
from his mother's surname - Kang Bo Guk. Under this new name, he got a job with a 
Japanese owner on a rafting trip along the Amnokkan River to Sinuiju, but was soon 
arrested by the Chinese authorities and expelled from the country. 


So, in September 1911, he again found himself in his homeland. However, already in 
October, he again crosses the border along the Tumangan River and begins his life as an 
emigrant in the Chinese city of Hongchun (Sh#), having traveled a long way through the 
cities of Samsu, Pukchon, Sinchang, Tanchon, Kilchu, Myeongchon, Gyeongsong, 
Nanam, Gyeongheung. In Hongchun, he actively participates in the missionary work of 


the Kansodan Church on anti-J apanese patriotic education of the population, carried 
out by patriots Hwang Byung-gil, An Sung-jae, Hong Gyu-song, and others. 

In February 1913, he arrived in the Russian Primorye at the invitation of Chang Hyen 
and Kim Seonmu from the Association of Korean’ Entrepreneurs of 
Vladivostok. However, on suspicion of not having a residence permit (passport), he is 
arrested and spends three months in prisons in Vladivostok, then Ussuriysk. The local 
head of the Chinese Honghuzi, Wang Dolin, helps him obtain a residence permit at the 
Chinese Consulate General in Vladivostok and release him from prison. The residence 
permit was issued in the name of Lee Ying-sup (with permanent residence in Onding, 
China). From that moment on, he is no longer Kang Bo Guk and operates under the 
name fixed for life - Lee In-Seb. 


Immediately after his release, Lee In-Seb meets with local leaders of the anti-J apanese 
movement in Ussuriysk - Lee Gap, Yu Donyeol, An Kongyn, Kim Ichjik. In the autumn 
of 1913, at the invitation of Zhu Phyosul (born in Hamhung, after graduating from a 
commercial school, he returned to Hamhung, then moved to Russia and worked as a 
teacher in a Korean 


emigrant school in the village of Khvangou), whom he met in the Ussuriysk prison, he 
moved to the village of Khvangou (Kraunovka). On the recommendation of Lee Gap, Yu 
Donel, J ang Kiyon got a job as a teacher at a private Korean school Chapigou. The local 
rich people of Nikolsk- Ussuriysk, such as Moon Chang-bum and others, slandered local 
teachers to the Russian administration in "spying for Japan", as a result of which all 
local Korean schools were closed and teachers began to be arrested (in particular, a 
teacher from a Korean school was arrested Hwangou village - Chu Jinsu). Lee In-Seb 
managed to hide in Vladivostok and in 1914, together with Choi Gwangphen, Cha 
Dehyong and others, got a job as a worker in a fishing industry and spent the whole 
summer in the salmon fishing areas of Kamchatka. 


In 1915, on the advice of O Sonmuk, Meng Hong, Choi Yonghong from the Ural city of 
Nadezhdinsk, he moved to Omsk, where he met for the first time with Kim Alexandra, 
who arrived from Yekaterinburg as the director of the bureau of the newspaper Khanin 
Sinbo (1917, st. Ardileska, 14). After the February Revolution, the Union of the Ural 
Workers of the Cities of Perm, Yekaterinburg, Omsk appeared, the chairman of which 
was appointed Lee In- Seb on the recommendation of Kim Alexandra. 


He, along with Alexandra Kim, was seconded to Khabarovsk to prepare the October 
Revolution, where he distributed the Program and the Charter of the RSDP, translated 
into Korean in Omsk. At the beginning of 1918, Kim Alexandra, Lee Donghee, Kim Rip 
convened a meeting of Korean political emigrants and set about creating a pro- 
Bolshevik revolutionary party.On April 28, 1918, the Korean Socialist Party was 
established, where Lee In-Seb served as the head of the propaganda department and a 
member of the central committee for financial affairs. The party organized the Red 
Guard from national armed formations (Hungarians, Poles, Czechs, Koreans, Chinese - 
1200 people), which fought on the Ussuri front against the White Guards. 

In September 1918, when the White Guards, along with the J apanese invaders, occupied 
Khabarovsk, Lee In-Seb, along with members of the Red Guard (Liu Donnel, Kim Rip, 
and others), sought refuge in the Amur Region, but along the way they were captured by 
the White Guards under the command of Kalmykov. Fortunately, he was released, but 


Kim Alexandra was executed.In November 1918, a closed meeting of the Korean 
Socialist Party was held in Shuifen (Suifen), with the participation of Lee Dong-hee, Kim 
Ripa, where they adopted a plan of action. In accordance with this plan of action, Lee In 
Seb was seconded to Omsk. By decision of a closed meeting of the party, convened in 
early May 1919, he was preparing a passage to Moscow for Li Hanyon, Pak Chinsun, Pak 
E, elected representatives of the 3rd Comintern, in the zone occupied by Kolchak. 


In November 1919, Lee In-Seb joined the Communist Party of Russia in Omsk and was 
in charge of the Korean department of the Siberian Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the RCP (b). Then he worked in the Siberian working group under the Irkutsk people's 
commissar for foreign relations (Chairman of the working group on Korea, China, 
Mongolia, Japan - Golchho, deputy chairman - Choibalsan, Liu Yao, Lee In-Seb, 
secretary - Che Songren). 

At the suggestion of the representative of the Korean Socialist Party in the Comintern, 
Pak E, a secretariat for Eastern Affairs was created under the Comintern, and in 
connection with this, the activity of the Siberian Working Group was suspended and its 
function was transferred to Moscow. In October 1920, Lee In-Seb was appointed 
military inspector of the Extraordinary Commission and head of the propaganda 
department at the Moscow Party Committee.In 1921, he was sent to work as a 
responsible personnel officer of the Information Bureau of the People's Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs of the Far Eastern Republic, while simultaneously holding a position at 
the headquarters of the People's Revolutionary Army, where he completed a full course 
in military-political training. 

From November 1921 to October 1922 he participated in the battles (Volochaevka, 
Khabarovsk) for the liberation of the Far East, then he was a member of the Politburo of 
the Chinese and Korean partisan movement. On October 25, 1922, after the end of the 
Siberian war, he was demobilized and in 1923 received Soviet citizenship. The USSR 
became Lee In-Seb's second homeland. After that, Lee In-Seb worked as a responsible 
administrative and party worker in the Shuifen (Suifen) region: from December 1923 to 
January 1924 - an authorized member of the tax commission of Nikolsk-Ussurtysk, from 
January 1924 to December 1925 - executive secretary of the joint Korean-Chinese party 
cell under the Ussuri Party Committee and head of the national minority department. 


From December 1925 to January 1930, he worked as a member of the district party 
committee under the propaganda department of the CPSU for working with Koreans 
and organized a mobile party school for village activists in all Korean settlements of the 
Vladivostok region. 


In 1929, during the events with the CER, he was again in military service and worked at 
the headquarters of the Primorsky OKFV group. From January 1930 to April 1936, he 
was the chief inspector of the political department of the Grodekovo border service 
under the NKVD. 


2. Stalinist repression 


The anti-Bukharin campaign launched by Stalin at the end of 1928 and throughout 
1929, as well as the “purge of the party” carried out twice in 1933, also had a peculiar 
effect on the Korean leaders. During 1932-34 in Moscow on suspicion of "betrayal", 
"sabotage", "preparation of terrorist activities", etc. Kim Yong-man, Kim Gyul, Yu Dong- 
sik, Kang Haeryong, Jang Sun, Pak Ji-hak were captured and executed. In the fall of 


1936, Kim Afanasy, secretary of the regional party committee and head of the political 
department of the MTS, Posyet, Kim Afanasy, was arrested and then executed on 
suspicion that “being a J apanese spy since 1929, he was preparing an uprising against 
the Soviet regime on the direct instructions of the Kwantung Army 
headquarters.” Around the same time, under articles on "counter-revolution", 
“espionage for Japan", "anti-Soviet activities", etc. ~-' were arrested and executed by 
Kim Mikhail, Khan Boris, Ogay Peter, Oh Sonmuk.schoi Horim%) /Pak 
Ilya*SarlTgonoshch*Lim Mongchun, Choi Sonu, Kim Jin, Li Gyuson, Pak Yongmin, 
Pak Ae and others. Decree Stalin and Molotov dated August 21, 1937 on the mass 
deportation of Koreans to Central Asia was published in the midst of repression against 
Korean leaders. The protocols of arrest, interrogation, execution in relation to the 
above-mentioned victims of Stalinist repression are fragmentary and fragmentary. In 
this regard, autobiographical notes with living memories of Lee In-Seb. survivor of the 
repression cannot but be an interesting and valuable historical material. Based on these 
notes, we will try to give several examples of repression against those whom he met in 
the prisons of Khabarovsk, Central Asia and Kazakhstan, whom he heard about in his 
life. Choi Horim ~*) / Pak Ilya * Sarl Tgonoshch * Lim Monchun, Choi Sonu, Kim Jin, 
Lee Gyuson, Pak Yongmin, Pak E and others. The decree of Stalin and Molotov of 
August 21, 1937 on the mass deportation of Koreans to Central Asia was issued in 
repression against Korean leaders. The protocols of arrest, interrogation, execution in 
relation to the above-mentioned victims of Stalinist repression are fragmentary and 
fragmentary. In this regard, autobiographical notes with living memories of Lee In- 
Seb. survivor of the repression cannot but be an interesting and valuable historical 
material. Based on these notes, we will try to give several examples of repression against 
those whom he met in the prisons of Khabarovsk, Central Asia and Kazakhstan, whom 
he heard about in his life. Choi Horim ~%) / Pak Ilya * Sarl Tgonoshch * Lim Monchun, 
Choi Sonu, Kim Jin, Lee Gyuson, Pak Yongmin, Pak E and others. The decree of Stalin 
and Molotov of August 21, 1937 on the mass deportation of Koreans to Central Asia was 
issued in repression against Korean leaders. The protocols of arrest, interrogation, 
execution in relation to the above-mentioned victims of Stalinist repression are 
fragmentary and fragmentary.In this regard, autobiographical notes with living 
memories of Lee In-Seb. survivor of the repression cannot but be an interesting and 
valuable historical material. Based on these notes, we will try to give several examples of 
repression against those whom he met in the prisons of Khabarovsk, Central Asia and 
Kazakhstan, whom he heard about in his life. Stalin and Molotov's decree of August 21, 
1937 on the mass deportation of Koreans to Central Asia was issued at the height of the 
repression of Korean leaders. The protocols of arrest, interrogation, execution in 
relation to the above-mentioned victims of Stalinist repression are fragmentary and 
fragmentary. In this regard, autobiographical notes with living memories of Lee In-Seb. 
survivor of the repression cannot but be an interesting and valuable historical 
material. Based on these notes, we will try to give several examples of repression against 
those whom he met in the prisons of Khabarovsk, Central Asia and Kazakhstan, whom 
he heard about in his life. Stalin and Molotov's decree of August 21, 1937 on the mass 
deportation of Koreans to Central Asia was issued at the height of the repression of 
Korean leaders. The protocols of arrest, interrogation, execution in relation to the 
above-mentioned victims of Stalinist repression are fragmentary and fragmentary. In 
this regard, autobiographical notes with living memories of Lee In-Seb survivor of the 


repression cannot but be an interesting and valuable historical material. Based on these 
notes, we will try to give several examples of repression against those whom he met in 
the prisons of Khabarovsk, Central Asia and Kazakhstan, whom he heard about in his 
life. executions in relation to the above victims of Stalinist repression are fragmentary, 
fragmentary. In this regard, autobiographical notes with living memories of Lee In- 
Seb. survivor of the repression cannot but be an interesting and valuable historical 
material. Based on these notes, we will try to give several examples of repression against 
those whom he met in the prisons of Khabarovsk, Central Asia and Kazakhstan, whom 
he heard about in his life. executions in relation to the above victims of Stalinist 
repression are fragmentary, fragmentary. In this regard, autobiographical notes with 
living memories of Lee In-Seb. survivor of the repression cannot but be an interesting 
and valuable historical material. Based on these notes, we will try to give several 
examples of repression against those whom he met in the prisons of Khabarovsk, 
Central Asia and Kazakhstan, whom he heard about in his life. 


(1) Personal incidents with Lee In Seb. On March 25, 1936, the Central Committee of the 
CPSU officially announced that the verification of party cards had been 
completed. However, a little earlier, on March 20, Lee In Seb received a summons from 
the Main Directorate of the NKVD of the Far Eastern District and personally appeared 
in Khabarovsk, where he was arrested: Ussuri prison, and members of the People's 
Parliament - in Vladivostok prison. Lee In Seb had more than 10 days of wrong. what to 
be interrogated, but rather to have a discussion with the inspector named Bezrodny: The 
inspector was sure that with such a long party experience he could not belong * 4 to 
some party group, and insisted that he name the factional affiliation. To this, Lee In Seb 
replied that "Party cadres, who founded the Korean Socialist Party in 1918, such as Lee 
Dong-hee, Kim Rip. Lee Hannen passed away, and in 1920, when the factional struggle 
between the Koreans began, he worked not in Korean society, but in the party, under the 
leadership of Russian communists. 


The inspecting inspector argued that the Korean Socialist Party was essentially a 
counter-revolutionary party, that it only wanted to liberate Korea with the help of the 
Soviet government, for which it organized the Red Guard and participated in the Ussuri 
battles. To which Lee In Seb replied: “one might think that more than a hundred Korean 
workers who fell in the battles near Ussuriysk, or our leader Alexandra Kim-Stankevich, 
brutally tortured by the Kalmyk White Guards, became victims of that same desire to 
take advantage of Soviet power.” 


All logical excuses were in vain. On April 11, 1936, the checking inspector announced his 
expulsion from the party. At this time, in the frontier unit where Lee In Seb served, 
three border guards and 6 Red Guards fell at the hands of J apanese spies. Lee In Seb 
was ordered to stay in Khabarovsk until a decision was received from Moscow. On April 
21, 1936, special officers from the NKVD came to him and announced his dismissal from 
the army, and ordered him to hand over his weapons. 


Lee In Seb was imprisoned in a cell in the basement of the Far East Main Political 
Department. The basement cells were intended for former senior officials of this service, 
so the prisoners were provided with some benefits: receive newspapers and magazines, 
spend time playing chess or dominoes, freely go to the toilet, take a walk in the air for 
one hour. In addition, they could order lunch from the officers’ canteen. In the cell 


where Lee In-Seb was taken, there were former anti-J apanese struggler J ung Hien and 
one former party worker of J ewish origin. 


Three days later, he was summoned for the first interrogation and advised him "not to 
lie, but to admit everything as it is." The basis for the arrest was a note written in 1930 
by a certain Lim Ho. The latter reports: “There was a certain Chung Ho who worked as a 
hairdresser in Ussuriysk, then fled to China. Most likely he was a Japanese 
spy. Currently, Lee In Seb lives with his ex-wife. How can such an unreliable person be 
hired by the NKVD?” 

Lee In-Seb gave a detailed explanation about the author of the note, Lim Ho, who is 
more of a J apanese protege himself: in 1929, during the party purge campaign, Lim Ho 
admitted to the people that he was an activist of the People's Parliament faction 
operating in Hamggyeong Province, was exposed in the falsification of biographical 
data. He posed as one of the founders of the Korean Socialist Party, but was 
subsequently exposed.In 1918, during the Japanese intervention, Lim Ho was 
recommended by the J apanese to the post of chairman of the Society of Local Koreans of 
Spassk, then in Nikolaevsk-on-Amur he joined the detachment of Pak Ilya. And in 1921, 
he accompanied a Japanese who pretended to be a member of the J apanese Socialist 
Party to the Irkutsk Eastern Secretariat of the Comintern. 


Despite a detailed explanation, the decision was read, according to which Lee In Seb was 
charged with "deceiving the state and the party." He was allowed to remain in the cell of 
the political department until a final decision was received from Moscow. However, Lee 
In Seb requested that he be transferred to a general prison: there was the opportunity to 
communicate with more people, the opportunity to be more outdoors while working, the 
opportunity to receive news from the outside world, etc. The request was granted and at 
the end of May 1936 he was brought by car to the Khabarovsk prison. In cell No. 21, 
where he was assigned, there were 4 political prisoners. These were former partisans 
who during the civil war carried out operations in the mountainous regions of Bodaibo, 
then worked in the forestry of the Far East. All of them were accused of having 
connections abroad. Two of them worked in a food warehouse, and the other two 
worked in a canteen. Then he was transferred one floor above, to cell No. 14. There was 
the only Russian there, the rest of the inmates were Koreans: representatives of the 
Shanghai faction, from the Pak Yunee faction. Mostly representatives of the Shanghai 
faction were imprisoned: Lee Moon Hong, Kim Athanasius, Kim Mikhail, Choi Tae Yeol, 
Lee Gyu Song, Pan Dok Bo, Lee Seung, Lee Minhwan, Pak Ilya and two young people 
who once worked with Lee Gyuson, on suspicion of belonging to the Shanghai 
faction. An activist from the People's Parliament faction, Hwang Khair, was mistakenly 
assigned to this faction and was in this prison. Lee J onglim and Lee Clara represented 
the EM-L, faction, Na Khon was also included there, since at one time he provided Pak 
Yunee with an overnight stay in Nikolsk- Ussuriysky. Then he was transferred one floor 
above, to cell No. 14. There was the only Russian there, the rest of the inmates were 
Koreans: representatives of the Shanghai faction, from the Pak Yunee faction. Mostly 
representatives of the Shanghai faction were imprisoned: Lee Moon Hong, Kim 
Athanasius, Kim Mikhail, Choi Tae Yeol, Lee Gyu Song, Pan Dok Bo, Lee Seung, Lee 
Minhwan, Pak Ilya and two young people who once worked with Lee Gyuson, on 
suspicion of belonging to the Shanghai faction. An activist from the People's Parliament 
faction, Hwang Khair, was mistakenly assigned to this faction and was in this 


prison. Lee Jonglim and Lee Clara represented the EM-L faction, Na Khon was also 
included there, since at one time he provided Pak Yunee with an overnight stay in 
Nikolsk- Ussuriysky. Then he was transferred one floor above, to cell No. 14. There was 
the only Russian there, the rest of the inmates were Koreans: representatives of the 
Shanghai faction, from the Pak Yunee faction. Mostly representatives of the Shanghai 
faction were imprisoned: Lee Moon Hong, Kim Athanasius, Kim Mikhail, Choi Tae Yeol, 
Lee Gyu Song, Pan Dok Bo, Lee Seung, Lee Minhwan, Pak Ilya and two young people 
who once worked with Lee Gyuson, on suspicion of belonging to the Shanghai 
faction. An activist from the People's Parliament faction, Hwang Khair, was mistakenly 
assigned to this faction and was in this prison. Lee J onglim and Lee Clara represented 
the EM-L, faction, Na Khon was also included there, since at one time he provided Pak 
Yunee with an overnight stay in Nikolsk- Ussuriysky. from the Pak Yunee faction. Mostly 
representatives of the Shanghai faction were imprisoned: Lee Moon Hong, Kim 
Athanasius, Kim Mikhail, Choi Tae Yeol, Lee Gyu Song, Pan Dok Bo, Lee Seung, Lee 
Minhwan, Pak Ilya and two young people who once worked with Lee Gyuson, on 
suspicion of belonging to the Shanghai faction. An activist from the People's Parliament 
faction, Hwang Khair, was mistakenly assigned to this faction and was in this 
prison. Lee Jonglim and Lee Clara represented the EM-L faction, Na Khon was also 
included there, since at one time he provided Pak Yunee with an overnight stay in 
Nikolsk- Ussurtysky. from the Pak Yunee faction. Mostly representatives of the Shanghai 
faction were imprisoned: Lee Moon Hong, Kim Athanasius, Kim Mikhail, Choi Tae Yeol, 
Lee Gyu Song, Pan Dok Bo, Lee Seung, Lee Minhwan, Pak Ilya and two young people 
who once worked with Lee Gyuson, on suspicion of belonging to the Shanghai 
faction. An activist from the People's Parliament faction, Hwang Khair, was mistakenly 
assigned to this faction and was in this prison. Lee J onglim and Lee Clara represented 
the EM-L faction, Na Khon was also included there, since at one time he provided Pak 
Yunee with an overnight stay in Nikolsk-Ussuriysky. An activist from the People's 
Parliament faction, Hwang Khair, was mistakenly assigned to this faction and was in 
this prison. Lee J onglim and Lee Clara represented the EM-L faction, Na Khon was also 
included there, since at one time he provided Pak Yunee with an overnight stay in 
Nikolsk- Ussuriysky. An activist from the People's Parliament faction, Hwang Khair, was 
mistakenly assigned to this faction and was in this prison. Lee J onglim and Lee Clara 
represented the EM-L faction, Na Khon was also included there, since at one time he 
provided Pak Yunee with an overnight stay in Nikolsk- Ussuriysky. 


Lee Moon Hong, Kim Athanasius, Kim Mikhail and others were arrested on suspicion of 
participating in the funeral of the leader of the Shanghai faction, Li Donghy, who died 
on January 31, 1935. The former head of the political department of the MTS of 
Korsakovka, Li Kyu-song, was arrested on suspicion of belonging to the Shanghai group, 
and Choi Tae-el and two young people were arrested only because they worked together 
with Li Kyu-song. Pan Hak Bo, while working in Chita, did not join the Irkutsk group, 
which means that he could be included in the Shanghai group. 

Kim Athanasius told his cellmates about his anti-J apanese, revolutionary activities after 
the March 1st event in 1919. During the March 1st demonstration, he, together with Oh 
Son My Kom, distributed the March 1st declaration of independence among foreign 
consulates. Then he moved to Blagoveshchensk and worked in the Korean department 
of the Komsomol Committee of the Amur Region. In May 1921, during the founding 
congress of the Korean Communist Party in Irkutsk, he made critical remarks and was 


exiled to Siberia. In Moscow, he worked as a translator and secretary of the 
representative of the Korean Communist Party (Shanghai faction) in the Comintern, Lee 
Donghee. In this capacity, he happened to meet with Lenin. He recalled his speech at the 
17th Party Congress (1935), how, after graduating from the Red Professorship, he 
worked as the head of the political department of the MTS Posyet and received the 
Order of Lenin. 


In early September 1936, after a six-month stay in prison, Lee In-Seb was summoned to 
the office of the head of the prison, where the plenipotentiary representative of the Far 
Eastern Political Directorate of the NKVD read out the decision of the NKVD of August 
13, 1936. By this decision, he is charged with the crime of espionage in favor of J apan 
and is sentenced to 5 years of exile in Kazakhstan. The plenipotentiary made him sign 
that he was familiar with the decision. At the same time, he handed him a letter for a 
period of 10 days, during which he himself must resolve a family issue: either take his 
family with him, or spend a few days with his family. At this time, Lee In Seb 
remembered one Jew with whom he happened to share a cell in the building of the 
political department of the NKVD.The former executive secretary of the party 
organization of the NKVD border service also once received an order to go to 
Kazakhstan for three years, but before he got out of prison, he was again arrested on 
suspicion of trying to cross the border. Lee In Seb was afraid of a new catch - to be re- 
arrested under one pretext or another. Therefore, he replied to the plenipotentiary that 
"there is no need to visit relatives for 10 days, and there is no desire to go to Kazakhstan, 
I would like to be escorted to Alma-Ata along with other prisoners." The plenipotentiary 
responded that he was only conveying the decision that he was not authorized to take 
any punitive measures. After giving the head of the prison a free hand, he left. The head 
of the prison said that he had no right to detain the released Lee In-Seb. Lee In Seb 
asked the head of the prison to leave him in prison until he met his wife, to whom he 
would send a telegram today, to which the head of the prison gave the go-ahead. Kim 
Athanasius from cell No. 14 offered to raise money for the telegram and began to 
compose its text. The head of the prison said that he sent a telegram to the border guard, 
where Lee In Seb served. 


The next day, Lee In Seb was transferred to a cell where there were prisoners who had 
already been convicted by the court. Before parting, Kim Athanasius gave him a fur hat 
as a keepsake. Three days later, Lee In-Seb's wife and son arrived for a date. The next 
day he, along with other prisoners going to Siberia, left the station of Khabarovsk. Upon 
arrival in Irkutsk, he gave a telegram to his wife and came under the supervision of 
another guard. Kim Aleksey, acquaintances from the Khabarovsk prison, and the former 
director of the Korean school in the village of Samara An Chang Duk (arrested for the 
most banal reason that he is the son of a merchant) were transferred further to Omsk to 
serve a 5-year sentence in the Urals. 


And Lee In Seb continued his stage on the train, which was heading to Semipalatinsk of 
Kazakhstan. On the train, he met a Russian old man who was an accomplice in the 
assassination attempt on Alexander I, undertaken by Lenin's brother Ulyanov Alexander 
Ilyich (during the assassination attempt, he cut off the electrical wiring in the 
church). Due to the lack of full evidence, he escaped execution and received a life 
sentence. During the February Revolution of 1917, he was released. But in 1936 he was 
again arrested on suspicion of belonging to the "populists". 


After being released from the Alma-Ata prison, Lee In-Seb remained for some time in a 
semi-dugout, which served as a hostel for the released exiles, then moved to Alma-Ata, 
where he found Kim David, the son-in-law of the Korean doctor and anti-J apanese 
movement fighter Lee Chang-soo. They met when Lee Chang-soo worked as the director 
of the Shkotov Korean School, and Lee In-Seb worked in 1926-27. district party 
worker. Lee Chang-soo, after participating in the Meeting of the All-Russian Association 
of Koreans, convened in Omsk in the autumn of 1920, is sent together with a member of 
the Eastern Committee of the Comintern, Pak Chin-soon, to Korea to carry out a secret 
operation in the areas of Gyeonghung, Gyeongwon and Kando. In the future, this 
operation will become a subject of suspicion. He was arrested in Spassk and imprisoned 
in the Nikolsko- Ussuri prison. Unable to bear the bullying, he passed away on a hunger 
strike. 


Lee In Seb spent only one night at Kim David's house and the next day went to the 
NKVD of Kazakhstan and convincingly asked to be sent to Kzyl-Orda, to which he 
received consent. They advised him to Kyzyl-Orda, where there are Korean collective 
farms "Kazris" and "International", Kim David and his wife. 


Somehow he happened to go to Chimkent. On the way to Chimkent, he met a Russian 
woman who worked as a typist in a detachment of the Red Army. She was arrested on 
suspicion that her brother, who had spent several days of his vacation with her, had 
connections with foreigners. And now she is in exile in Shymkent. 


Chimkent has become a kind of city for many Koreans. Many Koreans “voluntarily”, 
without a court decision, came to Kazakhstan. After being expelled from the party, the 
local "NKVD" showed them such a "safe" place of residence. However, restrictions on 
movement led to the fact that Shymkent became a place of indefinite exile for 
them. Among them were Pak Chan Ik (former Red Army officer) and Ahn Tae Guk 
(former party worker in Iman). who barely made ends meet by making suitcases. More 
than ten Koreans were engaged in the construction of houses. Lee In Seb stayed with 
Ahn Tae Guk, who lived with his wife Kim Nak Won, who was also expelled from the 
party, with two sons and a daughter. 


Three days later, an order was issued according to which all Koreans, including Lee In- 
Seb. must leave Chimkent. It was assumed that it was dangerous to keep many exiles in 
an industrial city. Lee In-Seb sent an official petition to the political department of the 
NKVD in Kyzyl-Orda. The head of the political department turned out to be an 
acquaintance who worked with Lee In-Seb in the political department of the 58th Far 
Fastern border post. He advised Lee In-Seb to send an application to the Central 
Committee of the CPSU for reinstatement in the party. In addition, he ordered all the 
exiles to re-register once a month, always to carry a certificate confirming that. that he is 
an exile and live in the Teahouse. The exiles did just that. When there are rumors that 
the Chimkent exiles have moved and live compactly in Kyzyl-Orda. reached Akmolinsk 
and the East Kazakhstan region, then the local exiled Koreans wrote a letter to the 
Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR Kalinin with a request to 
allow resettlement in Kzyl-Orda. So, the center of the Syrdarya region of Kzyl-Orda 
became a place of compact residence for more than 100 Korean exiles. 

On December 27, 1936, Lee In-Seb received a telegram from his wife that the family had 
gone to join him.On January 15, 1937, he met his wife Lee In-sook and three 
children. He learned from them what a difficult fate fell to his family. Many did not want 


or were afraid to even greet members of the exile's family. Many have turned away from 
them. They even had to leave their old house. Found an old house. The wife got a job in 
a sewing workshop at a military garrison. It was the military who wrote out a free ticket 
and sent them in the echelon in which the officers went on vacation home. Many, 
including parents and brothers, family friends, discouraged going to places where it is 
impossible to simply survive. 

Lee In Seb found a house on the International collective farm. Ko Song Nam, the head of 
the economic department of the collective farm Kim Oloman, the party organizer Cho 
Gu Bong, and others helped in arranging life. where he grew potatoes, melons, 
cucumbers, corn, etc. 


Lee In-Seb did not have time to recover from malaria, when his wife fell ill with malaria 
... [The sons fell ill with measles and the youngest died after 3 months of torment ... In 
the autumn of 1937, Koreans from the Far East were resettled en masse ... 


In the summer of 1938, the local political department of the NKVD held a general roll 
call of the exiles. Many were re-checked, but were never released from the article, others 
were arrested. Three days later, Lee In-Seb was interrogated by authorized 
representatives who arrived from Alma-Ata. 


The “case of Lee In Seb” was read out: “Lee In Seb, born in 1888, arrived in Tsarist 
Russia as a Korean political emigrant and participated in the October Revolution of 
1917. During the Civil War 1918-1922. was listed as a red partisan.In 1929, he 
participated in the events of the CER, then remained in the political department of the 
Ussuri border service. Party member since 1919, in 1920 - member of the Extraordinary 
Commission. “In 1936, by decision of the Extraordinary Commission of Moscow, he 
received 5 years of exile on suspicion in connection with J apanese intelligence. During 
the stay at the destination, no violation of the regime was noticed. He is engaged in 
gardening, lives with his family. This time, he managed to pass the examination 
smoothly. 


In 1938, many exiles came under new arrest, primarily those who wrote applications for 
reinstatement to the party. Therefore, Lee In Seb decided to live the rest of his exile as a 
deaf and mute and only do his gardening. His life in exile ended in 1941. 


Until April 1946 he worked as a cadre worker in the Kzyl-Orda trade union "Far East", 
then until March 1953 he worked in the Kzyl-Orda collective farm "Ogorodnik". 


In 1953 he moved to Andijan and retired. After 1957, he worked as a freelance 
correspondent for the Korean-language newspaper Lenin Kichi. For several years he 
worked as the head of the mass cultural work of the Council of Veterans of the Red Army 
and Red Partisans. In addition, in September 1964, he was elected secretary of the 
primary party organization of the subsidiary farm "Vodkhoz" at the Andijan Machine- 
Building Plant, responsible for organizing social competition, for publishing a wall 
newspaper, for party control over the work of the farm. 

(2) Political prisoners he met in the preliminary investigation chamber of the 
Khabarovsk NKVD. 


J ung Hee Young is the first inmate Lee In Seb met in the detention cell. Chung Hui Yong 
worked for more than 10 years in the apparatus of the NKVD and was imprisoned in a 
cell of his own department. Lee In Seb knew before his comrade-in-arms Chung Hee- 
yong, who is fluent in J apanese. They met during the Volochaev battles. He then worked 


as a secretary at the headquarters of Pak Ilya, who mobilized a partisan detachment for 
the front. 


Jung Hee Young talked about the story behind his arrest.In the summer, after a 
vacation in the Crimea, he spent several days in Moscow and returned to Khabarovsk. At 
the station, he was met by the deputy head of the political department of the Far Eastern 
NKVD and ordered to urgently arrive at the office, where he was arrested. 


Under the Far Eastern Republic (1920-1922), which served as a buffer state, Chung Hee- 
yong worked as chairman of the Iman (Dalnerechensky) branch of the "Korean People's 
Assembly", distributed the Morning Bell newspaper and the Commune magazine of the 
Shanghai Korean Communist Party among the local Korean population. He organized 
the safe passage of revolutionary operatives between the Chinese provinces and Soviet 
territory. He was actively involved when Han Un-young. Li Yong, Lim Pyo organized the 
Iman partisan detachment. 


He was charged with the fact that the "Korean People's Assembly", of which he was the 
chairman, is the lair of J apanese intelligence. Despite the fact that the "Korean People's 
Assembly" was a legal organization under the Far Eastern Republic, operating under the 
leadership of the Korean Communist Party, its former chairman Chung Hy-yong was 
convicted and had to serve a sentence of three years of exile in the Northern outskirts. 


Lee In-Seb met another prisoner in the pre-trial detention cell - a J ew who worked as an 
executive secretary of the party organization of the NKVD of the Kamchatka border 
service. In the summer of 1931, he spent his vacation in the Crimea, where he had the 
imprudence to take Trotsky's work. One of my colleagues told friends about it. That was 
enough. In 1935 he was expelled from the party as a Trotskyist. His wife was also fired 
from her job, and her eleven-year-old daughter was expelled from school. Fortunately, 
his wife was a relative of Kaganovich, which helped to restore his daughter at school, to 
receive a pension herself. It remains to decide the question of reinstatement in the party 
in Moscow, in the Central Committee of the party. To do this, he arrived in Khabarovsk 
and bought tickets for all family members. But authorized representatives of the local 
NKVD were waiting for him on the platform and arrested him there. 


(3) Korean political prisoners whom he met in the Khabarovsk prison. 


In cell No. 21 of the Khabarovsk prison, Lee In-Seb met with Kim Alexei. On April 5, 
1920, when the Japanese interventionists attacked the Russian revolutionary army, 
Alexey Kim fought against the J apanese together with Russian partisans. When he was 
wounded in the shoulder, Red Cross workers brought him to cell No. 21 of the 
Khabarovsk prison. When the Japanese also attacked the prison, he was dressed in 
prison clothes, thereby saving his life. In 1921-22. Khan Aleksey participated in the 
battles near Volochaevsk, in the battles for the liberation of Khabarovsk and Iman. For 
many years he worked in the Iman region. During a campaign to check party cards, he 
was charged with spying for Japan and arrested. So, he ended up in cell number 21 
again. 

Kim Alexey is a second generation Korean. Lee In Seb did not have time to cross the 
threshold of the camera, he heard Kim Alexei cursing this light: “Where is justice! The 
whites imprisoned me as a red, and today the reds accuse me of being white! There is no 
justice in this world, this world is soulless! Kim Aleksey received 5 years of hard labor in 


the Urals. He, along with Lee In-Seb, arrived at the New Siberia station, then was 
transferred to Omsk to serve his sentence. 


Representatives of the Shanghai faction were imprisoned in cell No. 14. On J anuary 31, 
1935, when Lee Dong-hee died, the editors of the Songbong (Vanguard) newspaper 
organized a funeral committee. Lee Mun-hyun, being an employee of this newspaper, 
published the editorial of the newspaper, along with a portrait of the deceased, which 
briefly described his services to the nation. Then, on behalf of the same commission, he 
sent a telegram about the death of Lee Donghy to the Comintern. This was enough to 
consider him a member of the Shanghai group. 


Kim Afanasy personally could not take part in the funeral, therefore, as the responsible 
party secretary of the Posietsky district, he sent a telegram of condolences, which said 
that "we must continue and complete the work begun by Lee Donghy." So he, as a 
member of the Shanghai group, ended up in a cell. Kim Mikhail, being the party 
organizer of the state farm named after Sun Yachtsen, came to the village of Sinan near 
Vladivostok and, despite the comments from the regional authorities, participated in the 
funeral ceremony. And he was arrested as a member of the Shanghai gang. Kim 
Athanasius and Kim Mikhail served their sentences in Ufa, later they were re- arrested 
and executed. 


Choi Tae Yel met Lee Po Sen in 1925 at a seminar of party activists in the Far East. Then 
Choi Thae El moved to him in Korsakovka, where he worked as the head of the political 
department of the MTS. When Li Gyu Sen was arrested on charges of belonging to the 
Shanghai faction, everyone who worked with him was also charged under the same 
article. As for Choi Thae Yel, in 1920-21. In Blagoveshchensk and Irkutsk, he opposed 
the unprincipled factional actions of members of the "People's Assembly" - the Irkutsk 
faction, for which he was still ranked as a Shanghai group. In addition, he naturally 
became close to the leaders of the Shanghai faction, including Li Donghee himself. Two 
more young specialists were sent on a business trip by the regional committee of the 
Komsomol of Vladivostok to work with Lee Gyu Sen. 


Pan Dok Bo from 1915 to 1920 with Ko Sung Sam. Kwon Hwa Sunom was engaged in 
potato growing in the suburbs of Chita and participated in the liberation movement in 
Korea. However, in 1921, when he did not show sympathy for the Irkutsk faction, 
persecution by the faction followed. He was forced to leave Chita and go to the province 
of Liaoho (China). Then he again came to the Soviet Far East, where he was arrested as a 
representative of the Shanghai group. 


1925-26 Hong Pha (aka Lee Min Won, Lee Shin), on the recommendation of Lee 
Donghy, was seconded to a Korean village near the East China Railway and, together 
with Pak Chin Sun, who arrived from Moscow, led revolutionary activities. At that time, 
there was a certain Jang Do-jeong who took money in the amount of 200 won from a 
local J apanese resident, for which he was sentenced to death by the decision of the Red 
Banner Guard. J ang Do J ung fled to Vladivostok and asked Lee Donghee for forgiveness 
for his sins. Lee Donghee forgave him, according to the inspector, as a member of the 
Shanghai faction. This fact was enough for the inspector to recognize the Shanghai 
grouping as the lair of J apanese intelligence. Hong Pha was sentenced to 5 years in 
prison. At the beginning of 1920, Pak Ilya organized partisan detachments in 
Nikolaevsk-on-Amur from Sakhalin settlers and fought together with the Russian 
detachment against the White Guards and the Japanese. Became the object of 


persecution by the Irkutsk group - "People's Assembly". During the organization of the 
next partisan detachment in Blagoveshchensk, he was arrested as a counter- 
revolutionary element. After the Khabarovsk prison, he was sentenced to exile in 
Ufa. He was arrested a second time and was executed. 


A native of Pyeongnam Province, Na Khon joined many anti-J apanese movements 
during his life in exile. In life he was a teacher. How a physicist published a textbook on 
physics. He worked as a teacher at the Korean Pedagogical Institute and in the 
Department of Korean Studies of the Khabarovsk Communist Institute. Despite a 
peaceful profession, he was arrested only for that. that in 1924-25. Park Yoon Se visited 
him at home. leader of the Em E! faction. 


Lee In Seb once said in his heart, “If so, then all the old and young who sympathize with 
Lee Dong Hee should be counted among the counterrevolutionaries. How did it happen 
that such lawlessness was done under Soviet rule?” 


(4) Exiled Koreans in Kazakhstan 


There are many lines left in the autobiographical notes of Lee In-Seb about Korean 
political prisoners, exiled Koreans, with whom he happened to meet. At that time, more 
than 100 exiles, who arrived from different places, lived compactly in Kyzyl- 
Orda. Among them was Lee Do II, a native of Yongheung in the southern province of 
Hamgyong. After the March 1 event, he emigrated to China. He was the head of a 
communist cell in the Korean village of Sosuifun near the East China Railway. In 1930, 
as the organizer of an armed uprising, he was persecuted by the Chinese military clique 
and was forced to emigrate to the USSR. He worked as a teacher in a Korean school in 
the village of Sidinsk, where he was arrested and sentenced to exile. Through Lee Do I 
and Lee In Seb, he learned that his longtime fighting friend Oh Sung Muk was in East 
Kazakhstan, 


Among those. whom Lee In Seb met was also Choi Myung Ok. In 1918, after graduating 
from a military school in China, he came to Khabarovsk as an officer-teacher at a 
military school at the Association of Koreans. But by that time, the leadership of the 
Korean Association had left Khabarovsk, avoiding a direct clash with the White Guards 
and the J apanese interventionists. Upon arrival, he was arrested. After his release, he 
returned to China with Kim Rip, where he was engaged in revolutionary activities. After 
the March 1 event, he raised a fund in Korea to buy weapons and was arrested by the 
Japanese police. In the "Kim Il Sung case," he was sentenced to prison. After being 
released from prison in the city of Taegu, he again engaged in revolutionary activities in 
the regions of the Chinese province and Russian Primorye. After the liberation of 
Primorye, he actively joined the work on organizing collective farms. Then he entered 
the Vladivostok Korean Pedagogical Institute, but could not graduate - he was expelled 
from the party. 

Ko Un Young was an old acquaintance of Lee In Seb. They worked together in the party 
organization of Omsk. After graduating from a military school, he was appointed 
commander of the united national regiment under the 5th Red Army. 

Zhi San Ha served more than 12 years in the Red Army, but was expelled from the party 
only because his father-in-law, who is also Choi Ke Rim's father, stayed with him. This 
was seen as a connection with foreign countries. 


Choi Ho Rim was arrested on his way to Moscow. 


(5) Korean exiles re-arrested. 


Many Koreans living in the settlements for exiles were re-arrested. Pak Timofey used to 
work as a judge of the Grodegovsky district of the Far East. He was expelled from the 
party and served a link. He was again arrested in the UNKVD building. Former officers 
who served more than 10 years in the Red Army such as Ji Sang Ha, Pak Chan Ik did not 
escape the same fate. The Communist Li Gyu, who had done underground revolutionary 
work in Hamhung and was in charge of a communist cell in the Korean village of 
Sosuifun (China), also disappeared, along with many others. 

In early August 1937, the former rector of the Vladivostok Korean Pedagogical Institute, 
Ogai Peter, came here to his wife to serve 3 years of exile. He was expelled from the 
party for campaigning among members of the People's Assembly faction. On his way to 
Moscow, he met Choi Ko Ryo, one of the leaders of the People's Assembly faction, at the 
Central Committee of the CPSU to be reinstated into the party. He then told him to his 
face: "If we talk about factionalists, then we should have started with you - expelled from 
the party." Upon his return to Vladivostok, he was arrested and during interrogation he 
also repeated his statements: “Tsoi Ko Ryo is the boss of the People’s Assembly faction, 
why should people like me be punished?” Here is the result - he receives a punishment 
in the form of 3 years of exile. He stayed in Kyzyl-Orda for no more than a month, was 
again arrested and transferred to the Far East. 


In the summer of 1938, the political department of the UNKVD ordered all exiles to 
come to the roll call. Many were re-arrested during the retrial. 


In the Shymkent-Manket region, almost the entire adult male population was arrested 
overnight. Among those arrested was Park, a former editor of the Songbong 
newspaper. He is known as an active participant in the anti-J apanese movement: while 
in Pyongyang, he conducted underground revolutionary work and in the Far East was 
active in revolutionary activities. 

In the mining village of Ulansk, East Kazakhstan, all men of Korean origin were 
arrested. Among them were Oh Sung Muk and his son Oh Kil Myung. 


Kim Athanasius and Kim Mikhail, who were serving their exile in Ufa, were arrested for 
the second time. In the Korean collective farm of Uzbekistan, where there is no railway 
for 500 li, in broad daylight, representatives of the district political department 
appeared in trucks. They arranged a roll call according to the list of collective farmers 
and took away almost half of the adult male population, who were so unable to return 
home. 


The responsible party worker of the collective farm "International" Cho Gu Bong, a 
party member since 1919, the former head of the united national regiment under the 5th 
Red Army, Kim Ol Oh, the chairman of the collective farm "Kazris" and others were 
imprisoned in the Kzyl-Orda prison on an unknown article of the crime. 

Non-party people were also arrested.In particular, the teachers of the Korean 
Pedagogical Institute Li Pavla, Ogai Tikhon. True, they were later acquitted by a visiting 
court. 

Choi Pavel, the son of Choi Zhe-hyun, was exiled in the Aral Sea region. Here he was 
again arrested. He is a member of the partisan movement in the Far East, as a battalion 
commander, took part in the battles for the liberation of Iman. After the end of the civil 
war, he served as an officer in the navy of Leningrad. 


Former commander Yun Chol Gyu worked as a rice farm foreman at the Morning Dawn 
collective farm in the Khanka district. During the interrogation, he was mocked by his 
compatriot. Unable to bear the bullying, he decided to commit suicide on a hunger 
strike. Doctors saved his life, and during the circuit trial he was released along with Lee 
Pavel, Ohai Tikhon. 


3. After rehabilitation - the movement for the restoration of historical justice. 
(1) Survivor Movement for Historical J ustice. 


The first historical collection, compiled on the basis of memoirs and records of 
participants in the anti-J apanese revolutionary struggle, was published in 1927 - "The 
10th Anniversary of the October Revolution and the Soviet Koreans." This book was 
conceived as a deluxe edition for Korean working people covering the history of the 
Korean guerrilla movement during the civil war. The book was planned to be presented 
during the celebration of the 10th anniversary of October. This book was part of the 
work that was planned by the department for compiling and editing the history of the 
party at the Far Eastern Regional Committee of the CPSU. The department for 
compiling and editing the history of the party was to collect the necessary written 
materials, and the editors of the Korean-language newspaper Songbong were to 
organize an editorial board. There were 15 senior officials: Lee Donghee, Lee In Seb, Gye 
Seung Woo, Lee J ung Jip, Kim Ha Suk, Nam Mann Chun, Oh Sung Mook, Park Kyung 
Chor, Ko Myung Soo, etc. The rest of the 15 employees (Hang Chan Gol, Kim Kyung 
Jung, Park Ilya, Hwang Won Ho, Lee Sung Chung, Choi Chu Son et al.), living in 
different places, were instructed to collect relevant materials. It was a kind of collective 
work of the Russian Koreans both in form and in content: each participant in the civil 
war wrote about his sector of the struggle. For example, Choi Ko Ryo wrote an article 
about the Korean battalion "Free City", Lee Chung Zhip - about the Korean 
Revolutionary Army operating in Primorye, Pak U - about the battles of the civil war 
near Iman, etc. (1) This book, published in 1927 to commemorate the tenth anniversary 
of the October Revolution, "is the only historical work written in Korean." (2) The 
remaining 15 workers (Han Chang Gol, Kim Kyung Chung, Park Ilya, Hwang Won Ho, 
Lee Sung J ung, Choi J u Sung, and others) living in different locations were assigned to 
collect relevant materials. It was a kind of collective work of the Russian Koreans both in 
form and in content: each participant in the civil war wrote about his sector of the 
struggle. For example, Choi Ko Ryo wrote an article about the Korean battalion "Free 
City", Lee Chung Zhip - about the Korean Revolutionary Army operating in Primorye, 
Pak U - about the battles of the civil war near Iman, etc. (1) This book, published in 1927 
to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the October Revolution, "is the only historical 
work written in Korean." (2) The remaining 15 workers (Han Chang Gol, Kim Kyung 
Chung, Park Ilya, Hwang Won Ho, Lee Sung J ung, Choi Ju Sung, and others) living in 
different locations were assigned to collect relevant materials. It was a kind of collective 
work of the Russian Koreans both in form and in content: each participant in the civil 
war wrote about his sector of the struggle. For example, Choi Ko Ryo wrote an article 
about the Korean battalion "Free City", Lee Chung Zhip - about the Korean 
Revolutionary Army operating in Primorye, Pak U - about the battles of the civil war 
near Iman, etc. (1) This book, published in 1927 to commemorate the tenth anniversary 
of the October Revolution, "is the only historical work written in Korean." (2) instructed 
to collect relevant materials. It was a kind of collective work of the Russian Koreans both 


in form and in content: each participant in the civil war wrote about his sector of the 
struggle. For example, Choi Ko Ryo wrote an article about the Korean battalion "Free 
City", Lee Chung Zhip - about the Korean Revolutionary Army operating in Primorye, 
Pak U - about the battles of the civil war near Iman, etc. (1) This book, published in 19277 
to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the October Revolution, "is the only historical 
work written in Korean." (2) instructed to collect relevant materials. It was a kind of 
collective work of the Russian Koreans both in form and in content: each participant in 
the civil war wrote about his sector of the struggle. For example, Choi Ko Ryo wrote an 
article about the Korean battalion "Free City", Lee Chung Zhip - about the Korean 
Revolutionary Army operating in Primorye, Pak U - about the battles of the civil war 
near Iman, etc. (1) This book, published in 1927 to commemorate the tenth anniversary 
of the October Revolution, "is the only historical work written in Korean." (2) acting in 
Primorye, Pak U - about the battles of the civil war near Iman, etc. (1) This book, 
published in 1927 to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the October Revolution, "is 
the only historical work written in Korean." (2) acting in Primorye, Pak U - about the 
battles of the civil war near Iman, etc. (1) This book, published in 1927 to commemorate 
the tenth anniversary of the October Revolution, "is the only historical work written in 
Korean." (2) 


Under conditions when Korean leaders were subjected to all kinds of persecution, such 
as deprivation of civil rights, expulsion from the party, exile, execution, etc. on charges 
of "espionage for Japan", of "counter-revolutionary activities", it was a very risky 
business to keep with you some materials of past years about the revolutionary or 
partisan activities of the Koreans. Therefore, the Koreans destroyed private diaries, 
memories, photographs, personal items, etc., which in one way or another could 
“compromise” them. (3) Ko Sang-jung recalls how he "burned in 1937 out of fear the 
personal diary he had kept since 1919" (4). 


But, despite the harsh Stalinist reality, the efforts to leave behind historical records did 
not stop. Kang Woo Gon began writing his autobiographical work, Notes Given to Son 
Ilya, in the 1930s (March 30, 1930, February 1, 1949). (5) Lee In Seb also began writing 
his autobiographical chronicle Notes of an Emigrant in 1939. (6) 


The well-known historian and member of the anti-J apanese movement, Kye Bong-woo, 
completed his autobiographical account of "A Dream within a Dream" in February 1944. 


Since 1957, the surviving members of the anti-J apanese movement have been actively 
involved in the work to restore the historical truth about their struggle. This became 
possible thanks to the 20th Party Congress in 1956, when Khrushchev announced a 
policy of de-Stalinization. Together with the political thaw, work began on the 
rehabilitation of those Koreans who were shot in Stalin's time. Along with research 
materials and testimonies, memoirs, autobiographical notes, and reports of people who 
participated in the revolutionary movement in the past appear. One of those who 
actively joined in the work to restore historical justice was the surviving revolutionary 
fighter of the anti-J apanese movement, Lee In Seb. 


Rehabilitated in 1957, Lee In-Seb began collecting materials from the Khabarovsk 
Archive of Party Documents, the Institute of History under the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, the Tomsk Branch of the Institute of History of the CPSU 
(1958), the Department of Veteran Affairs of the Khabarovsk Party Committee (1958), 
and the Vladivostok Regional Museum of Primorye named after Arsentiev 


(1963). Collected materials of the anti-J apanese movement that unfolded in the Soviet 
Far East and Manchuria. In a letter addressed to the editors of Lenin Kichi (February 
1958) Nam Hae Ryong and Yem Dong Wook, he details the search process. 

‘In 1939, in Kzyl-Orda, I began to write notes resembling a political, revolutionary- 
historical novel ... The ultimate goal of my“ note ”is that our next generation will learn 
how not to be the people of an enslaved state. The enslaved have no place on earth. In 
1957, I contacted the party archive of the Khabarovsk Territorial Party Committee and 
the Institute of Party History under the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. Today, the circle has expanded, with many comrades I have established 
relations. It can be said that all external conditions are prepared to release the fetus into 
the world ... Kim Peng Ha helped restore the 80-year history of Koreans in Kandon ... 
On J anuary 21 of this year, Kim Peng Ha went to Pyongyang ... Kim Gyu Men, Kim Peng 
Ha, living in Moscow , take over the historical part ... Got it, that it is possible to 
complete what was conceived relatively completely only with the assistance of the 
former partisans. As far as I know, Korean partisan detachments were operating in 
different places ... Detachments of Khan Chang Goll in Anutin, detachments of Kim 
Jong Ha in Shkotov, the army of the Communist Party in Solbalgvan, the army of Pak 
Ilya in Nikolaevsk, the communist battalion in Irkutsk, the detachment of Lim Ben Geuk 
in Aldogou, battalion "Free City", etc... (6) 


May 3, 1957 on behalf of the deputy. Chairman of the WPK Central Committee Pak 
Chung-ae The Institute of Party History under the Central Committee of the WPK sent a 
letter to Lee In Seb. On August 22 of the same year, the head of the Department of 
Science and School Education of the WPK Central Committee, Ha An Chong, sent a 
letter with a request to collect materials on the life of Kim Alexandra. On October 26 of 
the same year, Ha An Chong sent another letter on behalf of Kim I] Sung with a request 
to collect materials about volunteer detachments operating in Korea, China and Russia, 
materials and memoirs of participants in the partisan movement during the civil war. 


Starting from November 1957 to March-April 1958, Lee In-Seb collected the memoirs of 
participants in the guerrilla movement in various parts of the country. Among them are 
the memoirs of Lee Hae Ren, the founder of the communist army in the Solbat area, the 
memoirs of Ryu Hak Gwan, who fought in the ranks of volunteers while still in Korea, 
the memoirs of Ko Sang-jung, a member of the partisan movement in Suchon (later 
based on materials provided by the head headquarters of the partisan detachment of 
Pak Geng Chor, this memory was supplemented with new details). Lee In Seb found Lee 
Semyon Ivanovich (who fought in Chapaev's detachment against the Poles) in 
Namangan and wrote down his memoirs.I also met with O Son-Thek (O Semyon 
Semenovich), who fought on the Ukrainian front as part of the United National 
Detachment under the 9th division of the Red Army. In China, in the province of 
Liaoho, he sought out former fighting friends in the guerrilla movement of Lee Hak 
Mann, Choe Soe Chong (aka Choi Yong Gen), in Manchuria, the communist Won Su 
San, who lost his left leg in the battles of Liaoho province, Pak Chora, who, being an 
officer A Korean detachment under the Manchurian army killed 7 J apanese officers and 
emigrated to the USSR. He asked all of them to send him their memoirs (7). He also 
asked Ryu Hak Gwan to collect the memoirs of Lee Chang Sik, Choi Chin Il, Pak Chung 
Bong, Kim Yuri, etc. (8) Kim Yuri, Kang Geun, and others immediately began compiling 
the memoirs. who, being an officer of the Korean detachment under the Manchurian 


army, killed 7 Japanese officers and emigrated to the USSR. He asked all of them to 
send him their memoirs (7). He also asked Ryu Hak Gwan to collect the memoirs of Lee 
Chang Sik, Choi Chin Il, Pak Chung Bong, Kim Yuri, etc. (8) Kim Yuri, Kang Geun, and 
others immediately began compiling the memoirs. who, being an officer of the Korean 
detachment under the Manchurian army, killed 7 J apanese officers and emigrated to the 
USSR. He asked all of them to send him their memoirs (7). He also asked Ryu Hak 
Gwan to collect the memoirs of Lee Chang Sik, Choi Chin I, Pak Chung Bong, Kim Yuri, 
etc. (8) Kim Yuri, Kang Geun, and others immediately began compiling the memoirs. 
Lee In-Seb planned to release "Memoirs of Partisans" in 1958 at the Khabarovsk 
Department of Veterans' Affairs. For this, he asked Pak Myung Rak, who lives in the 
Syrdarya district of the Tashkent region, to collect materials regarding Ryu Hak Gwan, 
Choi Chin Il, Pak Chung Bong, Kim Ryuri, Lee Chang Sik, who lived in nearby areas. He 
asked, first of all, to send photographs, biographical data and write down their 
memories. (9) Around this time, Lee In Seb managed to find the collection "10th 
Anniversary of the October Revolution and Soviet Koreans." And he continued to work 
on the completion of the Notes of an Emigrant. (10) 


Lee Ying Con assisted in the transfer of more than 10 works and related scientific 
materials of Kye Bon Wu to the Institute of Party History of North Korea: "History of 
Korea", "Diamond Mountains", "Class Struggle". "Korean Literature", etc. To do this, he 
organized a trip to the DPRK for his daughter Ge Khwarim and invited the Korean 
government to contact her directly. (11) All of these works were well known to Lee In 
Seb, as he read them when he lived (until 1952) in his neighborhood. (12) 


He asked for appropriate assistance in collecting materials from the workers of the 
Korean theater, showing them, for solidity, letters from the Institute of Party History 
under the Central Committee of the WPK, the Archive of Party Documents under the 
Khabarovsk Territorial Party Committee, and the Department of Veterans Affairs of 
Khabarovsk. At the same time, he asked to send 2 photographs, 2 materials each 
regarding biographical data or memories. (13) 

As a result of such intensive work, Lee In-Seb already on J uly 23, 1958 managed to send 
materials about the life of Kim Alexandra, compiled in Russian. Institute of Party 
History. A little later, materials concerning the participants of the Korean partisan 
movement, about detachments of volunteers were transferred to this institute. (14) 


In May 1957, Elizarova, on behalf of the Khabarovsk Regional Committee of the Party 
and the Khabarovsk Archive of Party Documents, asked to send materials about the life 
of Kim Alexandra in the form of memoirs. Lee In Seb complied with this request, he 
wrote the book "Biography of Kim Alexandra". (15) Later, he wrote a book in the form of 
a rebuttal about the "Autobiography" of Choi Ko Ryo, one of the leaders of the Irkutsk 
faction - the "People's Assembly" faction, entitled "My impressions of the autobiography 
of Choi Ko Ryo: for information only." (October 27, 1961 d.) In addition, he was 
finishing his "Notes of an Emigrant" and began compiling and editing the "Collection of 
Memoirs of Old Partisans." 

Significant autographic memoirs include Hombomdo Diaries (April 16, 1958), From 
Veteran Kim Gyu Mong's Notebook (June 20, 1963), Hong Pha's "War Detachment 
Ready for Battle" (October 8, 1957, " Memoirs of the Civil War of 1918-1922" Rak No 
Sunna, "Notes of the Partisan Kim Nak-hyun" (aka Kim Innokenty, February 1967), 


"Autobiography" by Kim IIl-soo, "My Short Biography on Revolutionary Activities" by 
Jang Chor ( aka J ang Hae Woo, 1957), "At the Crossroads of the Anti-J apanese Armed. 
Struggle" (1958) and "Partisan Movement of Koreans in the Far East" (1980) by Kim 
Seung-bin. (17) 

In memoirs, newspaper notes, scientific articles, historical novels, the surviving fighters 
of the anti-Japanese movement express various points of view, visions, and 
assessments. Naturally, the history of the anti-J apanese movement, the history of the 
communist movement, the history of the formation and construction of Soviet power 
can be covered in different ways depending on the factional affiliation of one or another 
participant in those events. They mainly argued about and around the following topics: 
Shanghai Provisional Government, Events around 400,000 won. Founding Congress of 
the Korean Communist Party (Irkutsk faction). The degree of contribution to the 
liberation of the Far East, Actions and position in the construction of Soviet power after 
the civil war. Shanghai faction, People's Assembly faction, Em L faction, and personally 
about Lee Dong Hee, Hom Bum Do, Kim Gyu Men, 


(2) Perpetuation of the memory of the fighters of the anti-J apanese movement. 


For Lee In Seb, Lee Dong Hee and Hom Beom Do were the most representative fighters 
of the anti-J apanese movement. He was especially respectful of Hom Bom Do. Hom 
Bom Do's biography in many ways reminded him of his own: both were from 
Pyongyang, both fought in a volunteer detachment against the J apanese. In 1942, at the 
height of World War II, Hom Bom Do died and was buried modestly in a temporary 
grave. In 1952, Lee In-Seb visited the grave: it was a terrible sight - the grave mound 
completely sank. He visited the editorial office of the Lenin Kichi newspaper. Together 
with editor-in-chief Nam Hae-ryong and deputy. editor-in-chief Em Sa Ilem decided to 
create a commission for the improvement of the grave. The commission included 
combat friends of Hom Bom Do - Pak Song Thae, Sim Sang Won, Lee In Seb and 
editorial worker Lee In, who almost illegally collected donations from the townspeople 
of Kzyl-Orda, 

In 1962, on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the liberation of the Far East, Lee In- 
Seb wrote a memorandum to the Central Committee of the CPSU, where he proposed to 
erect a monument in honor of Kim Alexandra, obelisks in honor of the Korean 
revolutionaries who fell in the Far East. Far Eastern friends Ko Sang Chung, Kim Pen 
Ha and others actively supported this proposal. 


On August 30, 1962, the Central Committee of the CPSU informed him through the 
Andijan Regional Committee of the Party that appropriate orders had been given to all 
local party organizations. They also gave orders to collect materials for the museum on 
Korean partisans and to release memoirs of veterans. 


In a letter dated October 23, 1962, the secretary of the executive administration of 
Khabarovsk announced that in honor of the 40th anniversary of the liberation of the Far 
East, a memorial plaque to Kim Alexandra would be installed in the building of the city 
party committee. A little later, in a letter dated February 27, 1963, it was reported that a 
photograph of the plaque would be sent in J uly. Photographs of the obelisks were also 
sent from Iman and from Holguin. There are more than 100 memorial monuments 
dedicated to partisans in Primorye, but there are only two obelisks to Korean partisans. 


3. Conclusion 


In the first half of this article, we cited examples of the Stalinist repression of the 1930s 
against Korean anti-J apanese fighters based on data taken from Lee In Seb's Notes of an 
Emigrant. Together with Lee In Seb, we have come a long wey: the pre-trial detention 
cells of the UNKVD, the Khabarovsk prison, settlements for exiled political prisoners in 
Alma-Ata, Chimkent, Kzyl-Orda. 

In the second part, we considered the processes of rehabilitation, the restoration of 
historical justice, initiated in 1957 by the policy of de-Stalinization. 

The survivors of the Stalinist repression contribute to the restoration of historical justice 
with their memoirs, letters, newspaper articles, historical novels. They erect obelisks in 
honor of the fallen fighters. 


The surviving witnesses describe historical events, historical figures, real battles, 
historically existing organizations of the revolutionary period based on personal, 
personal experience. Perhaps this topic in purely political terms was very acute for the 
communist regime. But all of them were united in one thing: it is necessary to 
streamline their own revolutionary history. And they were striving for it. To do this, they 
exchanged memories, letters, opinions, discussed certain issues from the past. 


A lot of time has passed, but their memoirs, letters, newspaper articles, diary entries will 
remain valuable historical materials for a complete, clear understanding of the very 
history of the anti-J apanese movement, the partisan action of Korean patriots in Russia 
and China. These historical materials need a more complete analysis, a more complete 
ordering. 

Opinions on this or that event were different. Even in relation to Hom Bom Do, one of 
the initiators of the guerrilla struggle against the Japanese colonialists, there were 
different, sometimes opposite, assessments among the remaining living witnesses. The 
factional struggle in the Korean communist movement also affected the assessment of 
certain events, certain personalities. Although their opinions, their assessments were 
strikingly different from each other from party affiliation, they are necessary today to 
streamline our own history of the anti-J apanese revolutionary struggle. 


Lee In Seb had a special love for the personality of Hom Beom Do. Not surprisingly, he 
organized a commission to improve the grave of Hom Bom Do and put it in order. 
Specific examples of Stalinist repression given in autobiographical notes are highly 
reliable, since they are based on the personal experience of the author himself. The 
factional struggle between the Korean revolutionaries eventually became the decisive 
basis for Stalin's repression against them. The existence of party factions made it 
possible for the repressive Stalinist apparatus to indiscriminately carry out mass arrests 
with subsequent execution of the sentence. Suspicions that "local Koreans connected 
with the Kwantung Army were preparing a counter-revolution inside the country" are 
far from the truth. It is necessary to study all the materials compiled during the period 
of Stalinist repression in order to find out its essence and reason. But this is already a 
separate research topic, to which we need to return in the future. 

The historical disputes that took place between the survivors in the maelstrom of 
Stalinist repression were also not covered in this article, although the essence and form 
of the discussion also deserve great interest. This is also to be considered in another 
article. 
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